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Due to the worsening international 
situation the Air Ministry decided to im-
prove the United Kingdom's radar de-
fences. In 1949 the Air Ministry began 
construction of a new chain of radar sta-
tions in the UK (code name ROTOR). 
 
Ash was chosen to be a Radar site as 
part of the ROTOR programme and 
work began in 1951 to construct a mas-
sive two storey underground nuclear 
blast proof bunker (known as an R3 

bunker). The bunkerôs 3.5m thick con-
crete walls were surmounted with a 
sheet piling roof covered in a concrete 
blast slab 15 feet thick, and then cov-
ered with earth. 
 
Works were scheduled to be completed 
by July 1952  but the  date slipped back 
and operations finally moved into the 
site in August 1954. This was common 
at this time as much of the work force 
were called into national service. 

1949-1954 Construction of The Bunker  

Originating as a RAF Radar station 

during the Cold War and progressing 

to a Control and Reporting Station, 

specifically designed to protect the 

nation and take control of an air bat-

tle should the need arise. It eventu-

ally became a privately owned Data 

Centre.       

Ash Bunker is synonymous with se-

curity. The site is steeped in history, 

culminating in the acquisition of the 

site  by ALD Ltd and the eventual 

take over by The Bunker Secure 

Hosting Limited to provide Ultra Se-

cure data centre solutions.  
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The site served quietly during the 
1950s.  In October 1956 the site as-
sumed parenting responsibilities for 933 
Signals Unit and in December 1956  
took over responsibilities from RAF 
Manston. The site survived the 1957 
budget cuts when it became a satellite 
control station. 

The ROTOR programme was quickly 
superseded with the development of 
faster jet aircraft which meant that the 
manual control and reporting used to 
pass information up to the Sector Op-
eration Centre's were too slow.  
 
Almost overnight the new radar  made 
parts of the ROTOR air defence system 
redundant and Ash was placed on `care 
and maintenance'.  

In 1965  the entire site (approx 18 acres 
in all) was sold to the Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA). 
 
During the seventies the CAA used the 
site for civil radar. The station had con-
trol of the Eastern approach to Heath-
row and Gatwick.   

CAA RADAR  

INTERCEPT CABIN IN R3 BUNKER 

AERIAL VIEW OF SITE CIRCA 1950 

1950s-1970s From RAF to CAA  


