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The War Ministry acquired Greenham 
Common during World War II  for mili-
tary use and transformed it into an air-
base.  Dwight D. Eisenhower made his 
famous óEyes of the worldó speech in 
advance of D-Day at Greenham.  
 
After the War the military left the com-
mon only to return again during the 
Cold War. 

World War II  
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During 1950 an agreement was 
reached between the US and British 
governments for the US Air Force to 
redevelop and reactivate four airfields, 
including Greenham Common.  
 
In the late 1950s the runways were ex-
tended by 2,000 feet . This was to pro-
vide aircrews an increased safety mar-
gin in addition to 12,000 feet of runway, 
making the runways the longest in 
Europe.   

 
 

1950ð1970 The Cold War Years  

From a World War II airbase to a nu-

clear missile holding site and now an 

Ultra Secure Data Centre, Greenham 

Common and more specifically the 

bunker situated there is synonymous 

with security. The site is steeped in 

history, culminating in the acquisi-

tion of the nuclear command and 

control facilities by The Bunker      

Secure Hosting Limited to provide 

Ultra* data centre solutions.   
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In protest to this a peace group called 
ñWomen for Life on Earthò marched 
from Cardiff to Greenham in protest and 
on arrival, many chained themselves to 
the perimeter fence. Within a few days 
they established the first peace camp.  

In early 1982 the camp became entirely 
for women and children only. In Decem-
ber around 30000 women gathered to 
join hands around the base in what was 
as known as the óEmbrace the Baseô 
event.  A 14 mile human chain linked 
Greenham with other nuclear sites. 

The site became a world famous icon  

for protests against nuclear weapons  

At the end of the 1970ôs, NATO ap-
proved plans to deploy nearly 600 nu-
clear cruise missiles in Western 
Europe.  Greenham Common Airbase 
was one of the first airbases chosen to 
have Ground Launched Cruise Missiles 
(GLCM) installed. The plan was to have 

Greenham as an operational cruise 
missile base by December 1983. 
 
Work began in 1981 to prepare the air-
base to receive 96 Tomahawk Cruise 
nuclear missiles. 
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Greenham goes Nuclear  

Peaceful Protests  
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